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Welcome
We kick off our 3rd quarterly newsletter by informing you about the Girls Empowerment program which is a Life
Skills based program being facilitated through the MYC Clinic in cooperation with the development office. It is an
abstinence-based HIV/AIDS prevention program which also promotes spiritual and self-awareness. Just like the
Love Matters program run by the Salesians in South Africa, our empowerment program seeks and provides
experiences which builds up their self-esteem and confidence, and helps teens find a basic spirituality and
philosophy of life for their future". It also empowers young girls with Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights
Information, financial education and a vocational training. The program is targeting schools, orphaned and
vulnerable girls, and teen mothers in MYC projects.
Support Opportunities;
 Volunteer With us
 Sponsor one or some of our homes
 Sponsor MYC University students
 Support the clinic initiatives
 Computers – for BYAC and the Study Centre
 Ideas on improving our impact
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Marimba Band Trip To
South Africa
On the 29th of July 5 of our Marimba boys headed off to Johannesburg to take
part in the International Marimba and Steelpan Festival. The event was held by
Education Africa in the Tom Newby School and was attended by 80 different
schools from Swaziland, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Botswana and South Africa. With
thousands of people attending our boys got stuck in to the vibrant atmosphere
with many workshops taking place as well as the main competitions. They were
able to advance their skills in Marimba as well as take part in workshops for the
Djembe (African Drum) and try their hand at Steelpans. These workshops where
thoroughly enjoyed by our boys and it was amazing to see how quickly they
adapted to different techniques. The band competed in two categories. “Battle
of the bands” and “in the mix” with participants asked to play 1 piece for each
category being 3 minutes long. Our musicians did us proud and participated with
a smile on their face and a dance in their step. Unfortunately no prizes were won
by our small group but this year was a learning curve for us and next year we
hope to come back bigger, better and stronger, challenging some of the truly
impressive and formidable teams from South Africa and Zimbabwe. Our thanks
go out to Sophie Geuens and Daniella Pittomvils for making this trip possible
with their funding and support. Also a special mention to Christabel Seed house,
Kyle Hendrikson and Jackie Hamer for their generous donations

Residential Homes
The Cubicles

MYC boys at Enjabulweni are very grateful to our
Swazi Legacy friends for transforming their home
by painting the whole dormitory, installing ten
cubicles, supplying new blankets, bed sheets,
pillows and toiletries. The cubicles will ensure the
boys have their own space and privacy during
their stay.
The cubicles

Also the Swazi Legacy Team painted the exterior
walls for the classrooms, and painted the murals at
the surrounding wall of the school and the
children’s play area. We at MYC would like to
thank Swazi Legacy Team for their hard work and
commitment.
The wall with mural
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Social Welfare
Sophie Ghys and Annika Pittomvils, two Belgium volunteers joined
MYC Social Welfare Department on the 13th September. They will
be interning for the next three months as social workers. Presently
they are on their final academic year perusing Social Re-adaptation
Science at the University College of Leuven Limburg in Belgium.
The girls are excited to be in Swaziland, because of the hospitality
they have received from MYC staff and general Swazis at large.
They have been introduced to various people and partners whom
they will work with including their Country Coordinator Prof.
Patricia Jubert from the University of Swaziland and the Manzini
Regional Social Welfare Department. The 2 girls are
accommodated at the staff quarters at Enjabulweni. During their
free time Sophie likes to sing and Annika likes to dance, they are
planning to put some recreation activities together with young
people living under the MYC Residential Care Program. On arrival,
Sophie and Annika donated some clothes, exercise books, crayons
and pencils to children being looked after by Manzini Youth Care.
We would like to thank their friends and families who helped with
donations. They also attended the National Reed Dance Ceremony
(Umhlanga) and had quite an experience by witnessing how Swazi
people value their culture and traditions. Simphiwe Tfwala and
Cyprian Shabangu also joined the department as local interns.
Simphiwe is currently studying Psychology at the Euro Africa
Campus here in Swaziland and Cyprian graduated with a Diploma in
Psycho Social Support from the University of Swaziland. They will
be with the organization for the next six months. The interns will
work together and also as a form of cultural exchange exercise.
As we approach year end, most of the young people are currently
preparing for their final and end of year examinations with most of
them commencing to write on the 3rd of October. They have been
preparing for their examination and the interns are assisting as well.
The Social Welfare department on behalf of MYC would like to wish
them luck in their examinations.
The Imvelo Eswatini team along with Fr Tim Wrenn had a very exciting time
when visitors from Action Lesotho, namely Pippa Kearon, Mantai Mpesi,
Saskia and Elliot, came for capacity building workshop. The purpose of the
visit was to help Imvelo Eswatini on product costing, pricing and also the
importance of regularly reviewing work policies, marketing and having good
customer relations. During this capacity building workshop other issues that
were included in the agenda were skills sharing, transparency,
accountability and maintaining good standards, monitoring and evaluation
and having regular staff meetings which will boost staff moral and increase
productivity. The group went on to review Imvelo product pricing and
products display.

Ncobile with
her family

Sophie and

Sophie and Annika

Mrs Zwane with her donations

Simphiwe and Cyprian

Imvelo Eswatini

Group photo with visitors
from action Lesotho
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Farewells
September 4th 2015 we arrived in this little 4 bedroom house
in a very strange place in a very strange country. Anxious to
get started I don’t think we were ever going to be quite
prepared for the events of the next 12 months. From chaotic
classrooms and noisy preschools we’ve had our fair share of
drama with crying children and multiple trips to the MYC
clinic. We’ve had enough illnesses to start an epidemic and
been able to go to a whole host of countries. All of this is
overshadowed though by the amazing love and compassion
shown to us by the Swazi population and specifically the
children of MYC. It’s been a truly life changing experience for
us and we will bring home many happy memories. We would
like to thank MYC for the amazing opportunity and the life
changing lessons we’ve learnt while being out here. We hope
that the work we’ve done here has had a positive impact and
we wish everyone all the best in the future.

Freya Woodword

Thank you.

Mathew Hamer
Johnny Singleton

Lauren Angus

MYC wishes to thank you for all the work and effort you put in during your year with us. We wish
you all the best in your future endeavors.
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MYC Staff News
MYC in partnership with Bantwana, a local NGO
based in the Lubombo region which works with
young people organized an in house Capacity
Building workshop for MYC House Parents and
office staff. The two day workshop with 20
participants in attendance focused on parenting,
parenting styles, communication and the
Swaziland Child Protection and Welfare Act of
2012.The House parents were able to share their
experiences and got clarity on some of the
challenges they face as they execute their duties on
a daily basis. The importance of understanding the
child protection and welfare act by care givers was
highlighted as it acts as a guideline to protect the
children under their care. The issue of children’s
rights was also covered during the workshop and
an insight on the children’s obligation was also
highlighted. It was however noted that two days
was not enough to cover all the workshop
objectives hence the need to strengthen MYC and
the Bantwana partnership so that more workshops
can be organized.

MYC House parents Listening attentively to xxx from
Bantwana who facilitated on the Children’s Protection
and Welfare Act of 2012

Enjabulweni Preschool
The Preschool participated in a mapping exercise were visitors from UNESCO and the Ministry of
Education Department of Early Childhood Care and Development came to the school. The mapping
exercise will further strengthen the partnership between the Ministry of Education ECD section and
the preschool department. Mr Cristian the Director of Preschools under UNESCO commended the
teachers and staff for the great effort they put in educating young children.

ECD Class 1

Mr Cristian with Pre-school Kids 1
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MYC Clinic News
Figure1CCabbag

The prevalence of Gender Based Violence and Child Sexual Abuse cases
in Swaziland especially on girls is drastically high consequently being
used as a tool of humiliation and subjugation hence the introduction of
the Girls Empowerment Program in MYC. The MYC Health Clinic in
conjunction with the Development Office is coordinating activities of
the Girls Empowerment Program. The MYC Nurse together with Mr.
Kyle Hendrickson attended a week long Love Matters program in South
Africa during his visit in June and have designed the Girls
Empowerment Program using the similar components with the Love
Matters program an Abstinence based Life Skills Program.

On behalf of the MYC Clinic we extend our sincere gratitude to
Swazi Legacy Group Nurse Anne Higgins for donating medical
consumables to the clinic, for funding the purchase of First Aid
Kits for all MYC homes and also facilitating on a one day First Aid
Refresher Course for MYC house parents. We would also like to
thank the Medical Team form FuhJeng Catholic University Taipei
in Taiwan, for their kind donation of medication to the clinic
during their visit. We acknowledge the assistance we are getting
form Volunteers (local and international) and other local NGOs
which partners with MYC clinic as it implements its programs.

A section of
staff and house
parents
observing CPR
demo0nstratio
n from ANNE
during the First
AID refresher
course.

Anne Higgins Presenting Medical Consumables
for the clinic to Lovemore

Bosco Youth Agricultural Centre
(BYAC) News
. At BYAC, since the last letter, we have had all our 31
students going back home to continue with their training,
where they will be implementing their projects, 17 of the
young people have chosen Pig rearing, 3 honey bee farming
and 11 will be doing permaculture. The 17 that are doing
piggery have been supplied with material to start their
projects and they are currently busy with constructing their
sty, currently we have 35 students at the training centre
undergoing the onsite aspect of their training

The social worker, flanked by Sandile (BYAC
Beneficiary) and his uncle during the home visit.

Thank for your continual support, interest and prayer. We always look forward to hearing from you.

