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Welcome,
As we write this edition the Easter story is unfolding in the lives of
the friends of Jesus. They slowly come to understand now the
meaning of his Mission.
Each of us has his/her own story of being graced and wounded. We
come from very different backgrounds, cultures, different
capacities to see, understand and to will the good of the other.
We give ourselves over to someone or something beyond us. On
our own we are limited in what we can do, but together we can
gather around each other in different ways, in order to create a
better way forward.
I was taken by a recent picture depicting a Lighthouse that was part
of a fundraising initiative. It reminded me of the many voyages that
ships take in guiding their outward as well as their incoming Port of
destination.
At Manzini Youth Care, during this time of Transition, we are
especially blessed with the many friends that continue to have a
special impact in guiding and supporting the footsteps of our young
people. On setting out on any voyage of adventure, it is important
that they be given the necessary tools and instruments to chart
their course through life and bring them safely home to their Port
of call.
Our Mission and Vision at Manzini Youth Care is to continue to be
that guiding Lighthouse.

Support Opportunities;
 Volunteer With us
 Sponsor one or some of our homes
 Sponsor MYC University students
 Support the clinic initiatives
 Computers – for BYAC and the Study Centre
 Ideas on improving our impact
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Academic news
Let’s begin by looking at last year’s school result from the
different academics faculties in MYC. Enjabulweni bridging
school grade seven’s performed exceptionally well. Nine
out of ten residents who sat their exams managed to obtain
good results. The graduates are now enrolled in different
secondary
schools:
At Enjabulweni Pre-school teachers training programme we
produced 29 graduates from the 2015 intake. This year 40
new students enrolled in training programme.

Bosco Study Centre continues to provide the youth with a
second chance to improve their results by allowing students
to re write subjects which they previously performed poorly
in. The Centre attracts students throughout the country
who are interested in improving their academic grades both
in form 3 and 5 so that they can be eligible for further
enrolments in Universities and Colleges. This is crucial
because securing a bursary scholarship in the country is
very competitive; hence students need to attain good
grades to be eligible for such bursaries.

Cedric Matsebula addressing the PreSchool Training Centre Graduates

Residential Homes
We would like to thank the Salesians Mission in
Madrid through the Provincial Council for funding
the construction of the cubicles and renovation to
the Zakhele Home. Each girl now has her own
cubicle with a bed and a locker, which allows them
to have some privacy and extra space..

Ezakhele home Transformed!!
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Visitors and Volunteers News
In January we were joined by new volunteers from Belgium;
Louize Bruning, Liesbeth Verlaak and Evelyne Willems. The
girls are assisting us in our social welfare department whilst
completing their internship as part of their social work
degree. During their four month stay, they will be
participating in looking after children’s social welfare and
well-being but also offering a fun and caring hand that
children can turn to when needed.

Eoin Hickey, who arrived in February, will be part of MYC for
a period of one year. He has a master’s degree in
sustainable agriculture and rural development; he will
be sharing his knowledge and farming experience at Bosco
Youth Agricultural Centre (BYAC). Furthermore he is giving a
helping hand to extend the curriculum which will be taught
at BYAC. Eoin's main tasks will be planning, designing and
implementation (or teaching/lecturing) of
practical/vocational agriculture based training courses. He
will be assisting with the design, planning and
implementation of certified practical modules in pig rearing /
management permaculture and apiary related courses. We
are glad for the established collaboration between MYC and
Victores Christi.
On the 20th of March, Sophie Geuens and Daniela PIttomvils,
headed back to their home country Belgium. We thank them
for all their help and enthusiasm over the last 6 months. We
wish them all the best in their future.
The beginning of 2016 saw Manzini Youth Care move
through a transition in which we were fortunate to have the
assistance of Wolfgang Egbert. He came through the
Salesian contact in Bonn, Germany and stayed with us for
three weeks. During his stay he reviewed our present
situation and will map a way forward for the future of MYC.
Over the Easter holidays we had six longtime friends visiting
from Sunderland, United Kingdom. During their short stay
they initiated the renovation of the library at Enjabulweni
Bridging School and have also made many generous
donations for the homes. The photograph to right shows;
Teresa, Katherine, Janet, Grace, Chris and Ann. Thanking
you and your donors for all your continuous help and
support.

We have also had representatives from Viatores Christie (VC)
and Misean Cara from Dublin, Ireland. Susan and Shane
made a flying visit to the project BYAC, overseeing the latest
development taking place (construction of the housing
units). This is just one stop of the tour they are completing in
Southern Africa.
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MYC Staff News
MYC is grateful to the Provincial Development Office (PDO)
for availing an opportunity for MYC to send a member of
staff to the Provincial Officer Development (POD) workshop
held in Johannesburg on the 22nd to the 26th of February
2016. Mrs Nomcebo Sibandze represented MYC and we
hope that the skills she learnt will be beneficial to her and
MYC.
On the 23rd of March, the municipal council of Manzini,
organized a three day welfare service delivery training
workshop that MYC Social Workers attended. The workshop
was organized in a bid to facilitate growth and development
of the welfare service and exploring options of improving
services offered by the Manzini region stakeholders. Topics
covered included constitution rights, child protection
policies and responsibilities, positive discipline versus
corporal punishment, environmental health, stress
management, disaster relief planning, and proper referral
linkages between stakeholders.

Thenjiwe

M&E and effective communications skills were also
deliberated at length. Such knowledge and
experience will be shared with other internal
departments.
We would like to congratulate our staff member Ms.
Thenjiwe Dube for attaining her Diploma in
Accounting and Finance. We thank Misean Cara for
funding her course through the Capacity building
initiative. Such a course will go a long way in
enhancing her day to day duties in the organization.

Manzini Youth Care Clinic
MYC commemorated International Aids Day with close to
100 youth from the residential care homes and Enjabulweni
Bridging School. Through the health clinic that is in
partnership with Population Service International (PSI) - an
international NGO, dialogues were organized to deliberate
on issues surrounding HIV and AIDS. PSI enhanced
knowledge on HIV while hosting a fun workshop. We would
like to thank all that were present.
With the help of World Vision Swaziland, the health clinic
received a donation of medical consumables and clothes.
The medical consumables are being used to care for patients
in the clinic and the clothes (in form of trousers) were
distributed to every child under Manzini Youth Care
residential care homes. We thank World Vision for their kind
gesture.
Lovemore Garira, attended a 4 day training workshop
organized by The Ministry of Health, Supper Buddies Club in
partnership with Care Africa Network (CAN) in Mbabane.
The training was facilitated by Francesca Simms who is a
member of CAN.

The
training
focused
on
two
issues
1. Treating children with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) using Children’s Accelerated Trauma Therapy
(CATT).
2. Methods of meeting the needs of Orphaned and
Vulnerable Children by empowering the Community
Supported Family Care (based on research done in
Lesotho, Kenya, Uganda and Swaziland).
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Bosco Youth Agricultural Centre
(BYAC) News
Classes commenced in early February. The curriculum
consists of four modules bee keeping, permaculture, pig
production and rural enterprise. The students were given their
first class test in late February and the average score on the
test was 70%. Practical training at BYAC is in progress.

Top right: BYAC
Students
accommodation
Right: BYAC
students planting

Imvelo Eswatini
Imvelo Eswatini development project has been flourishing in
2016. Our women, use traditional skills and contemporary
design to create new, detailed and unique pieces of jewelry
that is inspired by nature and African Art.
Imvelo Eswatini strives to expand into an international
market by enhancing our online advertising and sales, hence
sustaining the jobs for the women. We also look forward to
releasing our new catalogue with brand new designs and
accessories for our online audience. This will include products
specifically designed for MTN Bushfire 2016, our local yet
renowned arts festival held in Swaziland in May. Thank you
for your continued support and for more information and to
see our latest products please refer to our newly developed
website;
www.imveloeswatini.com
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Rice Distribution
On the 31th of January and the 14th of February the staff and volunteers of MYC together with Gigi, organized a huge rice
and clothes distribution in Emsutaneni , Kuphuka, Mnjoli Care point Due to the lack of rain and the failure of the crops, the
people in these communities are suffering from insufficient nutrition.
In addition to the rice; we were also able to hand out some beautiful clothing to the children thanks to a donation from
‘Stop Hunger ’. We want to thank everyone for the donations and their hard work.
The goal of Manzini Youth Care is to continue to make a difference in communities. With the help of donations, we will
continue to see improvements.

We round up our first quarter newsletter
by highlighting the Easter weekend with
the youth in MYC.
As the country celebrated Easter ,so did our youth in
the residential care homes. The celebration started on
Friday with our volunteers preparing something
special for Easter Saturday.The volunteers Easter
weekend started with the boiling and peeling of 120
eggs to produce egg salad sandwiches for the homes.
In most European countries, Easter meals are
celebrated with eating eggs in different ways. This
gave the homes a taste of the volunteers’ culture. The
youth enjoyed the new style of celebrating Easter and
was a memorable event for all concerned.
Thank for your continual support, interest and prayer. We always look forward to hearing your news, advice and well
wishes. Blessings!
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